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California Policy Direction:  
BUILDING DECARBONIZATION 

• Thermal Decarbonization Working Group of the Pacific Coast 
Collaborative (West Coast states, province, cities)  

• First significant policy discussion - 2018 Integrated Energy Policy Report 
Update (Decarb Docket Log) 

• 2018 legislation signed into law: new construction & replacement product 
incentives (SB 1477); plans to meet statewide building decarb targets (AB 
3232); 100% Renewable Portfolio Standard (SB 100) 

• Governor Brown’s Carbon Neutrality Executive Order – economy wide, by 
2045 

https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Lists/DocketLog.aspx?docketnumber=18-IEPR-09
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/9.10.18-Executive-Order.pdf


4 

California Buildings: CURRENT BASELINES 
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FUTURE BUILDING STANDARDS 
• Adopt an energy metric that aligns with GHG 

emissions (applied to all fuel types)  

• Adopt a secondary demand flexibility metric (applied 
only to electricity) 

• Implement performance trade-offs that prioritize & 
protect the building envelope 

• Encourage cities to adopt local ordinances that 
support their climate action plans 



mbrook@energy.ca.gov 
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